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About a year ago the University Chemical Society invited Dr. T+ D. Inch of
the Chemical Defence Experimental Establishment at Forton Down to spealt at .
tlie University, and a lecture was advertised on ‘Chemical and Biological
Properties of Toxic Chemicals . The meeting took nlace at L4.3C on Tuesday,
?th liay, in the Comuittee DRoom in "ivenhoe House. It was open to visitors,
gome of whom came from a distance. : j

Ls soon as Dr. Inch opened his lecture a student stood up and prevented him
being heard by loudly announcing the iatention of o group of students present
to stop the ledture and to cond'qt 2 war crlmes trlonaal e then uent on
to read an 3 ; : “charges . 4 great deal of
shouting ensued, aﬁd tie Chairman (Jr. Tlllett) decided after about five
minutes to abandon the meceting. At about this voint a student caine to the
frent of the room and, shouting something about mustard gas, threw a yellow
powder at Dr, Inch, which covered him and pcople nearby.  Amid mueh pushing
and jostling, the Head Porter made his way to Dr, Inchj a student aimed a blow
at the Head Porter but was prevented from striking him by a member of the

laintenance Staff (lir, yatt). liembers of staff of the Chemistry Departument
end the llead Pdrter got Dr. Inch as far o8 the dopr of the room. Students
sat down to block the exit and the Head lorter was dragged away from Dr, Inch
by a student. - : b

Scuffling broke out, during which 2 screcn was knocked over and a student was
scen to be pushed and kichel. 9he students then separated Dr. Inch from the
Chemistry Department staff, and by linking aris penned him in a ¢orner in the
lobby by the garden door to Wivenhoe House. They then recad to him loudly
paragraphs of their indictment, and asked him to reply. This he did; but
various parts of his reply were shouted down and wet by jeers und hecliling.
dlemhers of the Chenistry Departaent staff were prevented Ly jostling students
from reaching Dr. Inch. At this voint (about 4 hﬁ) Dr. Tlllet asited for

the police to be callcd, and kry -y=tt phoned. “ :




The situation continued as above until police arrived. laving weited for
reinforcements, the police climbed over students sitting in the last Wing
corridor, ond attemated to extricate Dr. Inch. This they eventwally did
camid a greet deul of pushing, and more yellow powder was thrown. Dr, Inch
was hustled thrgugh the bescment of Wivenhoe Ilouse to a police car. Then
they reilised that Dr. Inch had escuped, sroups of students ron to the front
of tiivenhoe Housce and chuascd after the cur. There was then & considerchle
amount of orgument ond jostling with the remoining police outsidce liivenhoe
Touse during which a vpoliceman was knocked to the ground and others had their
caps knocked off. ' : :

The University s regilations do not legislate against the disruption of en
acadenic lecture arranged by e University Socicty, nor against abusive behavicur
towards un invited specker, as they were drafted without zntiecipoting the

necd for such provision. In the cbsence of an agrecd discisnlinary proccdure

to deal with conduct of this kind, the Vice-Chancellor, =s the person responsibl
for.maintaining good order in the University, hus acted under his powers sct

out in Becction V paregraph 7 of the Statutes (Ligeinst whieh bGhere is no

apoeal) in excluding from all parts of the Upiversity and its precincts from
today until 19th June, 196C, three students-yhese -participation in these

events scomed t0 him ost culpable. Th: end of the peried of cxcluysion is the
date of the second crdinary mecting of the Senate this term. The Scaute will
decide what further disciplinary action, if any, teo tuke.

It moy be roted that on 4th March, 1962, the Dean of Students issucd a
stotement worming students of the extreme seriocusnes: with which any '‘actions
would be treated which could be construed as atbtcempts to limit fro.dom of
expression within the university ejther for members of the University or for
speakers invited by University Gocietics.

The thryece studentzs coxeluded oro:

Lot el iad ised. sclhicme in Latin-imericoel Governucnt
R. ialboerstadt lst yeor Comphrative Studics :
D, 1i, Priesian 3rd year ‘lovernment,

- i D - : w3igned: A. Rowlandedounes, R distrar.
Crply IR i . caonh Mullds - |




(A*are diett:bed by’ the tone of the Registrar's account of the events of May 7 at
Wivenhoe Housej and in particular by two underlying assumptions - one concerned with
an issue of fact, the other with an issue of principle.

~ On the first of these we are uneasy at the claim, implied in the document, to being
a judiciously established and unequivocal account of what must necessarily have been
a confused incident. The necessity (both legalistic and humane) of acknowledging
this difficulty may be sufficiently indicated by comparing the Registrar's version
with another eye-witness account given below; but even without this, there is a
palpabale discrepancy, in the official report, between the obliqueness of the account._
and the specificity of the condemmnation. s :

More serious (because more likely to lead to irretrievable hardening of attitudes) is
the oversimplification of the issue of principle; and here it is necessary to say
that "freedom of speech'" is unfortunately not a matter whose interpretation in this
case is self-evident; and that it is possible to hold serious views which do not share
the premisses on which the official case seems to rest. e regret, for example, the
innuendo that it is self-evidently barbarous, in 1968, to turn an academic 1ecture -on
toxic chemicals into a confrontation on the ethics of chemical and bacteriological
warfare. :




Finally, the cars drove off and the students dispersed.
Compiled by: Peter Wexler Language Centre
Stoanley Mitchell Literature Department
o Joan Busfield Sociology Department
2 Chris Mullins _ Physice Uepartment.
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INCIDENTS AT YIVENHOR HOUSE, 7th MAY, 1968.

A lecture on "Chemical and Biological Properties of Toxic Chemicale" by a Dr. T.D. Inch
of C.D.E.E., Porton Down was announced in the University Newsletter (3rd May) to tuke
place on 7th May 1968 under the auspices of the Chemical Society in L T.B.2.

A quarter of an hour before the meeting was due to start, members of the Chemistry
Department were informed by the organisérs that the place of meeting was changed to a
smaller room in Wivenhoe House. llevertheless, a large number of people (staff and
students), who were not members of the Chemistry Department, turned up at the new
meeting place. At the sight of these numbers the organisers first announced that

the meeting was exclusive to the Chemistry Department; then, yielding to protest, they
allowed fifty people in, after which they claimed that the meeting was full; which
was manifestly not tpue. Eventually, however, most people gﬂlned access, thcugh some
had to wait until after the lecture wAs due to begin

But Dr. Inch did not begin. Instecd, a group of students rose by succession to read

out 2 document describing the effects of C.B.W. agents and British complicity in the
American use of such chemicals in Vietnam. At this point the atmosphere, apart from
some innocuous barracking and counter-barracking, was orderly enough. After ten minutes,
while the reading 8till continued, the Chairman announced that Dr. Inch was leaving.

His path was crowded by latecomere trying to listen to the indictment. Through these,
members of the Chemistry Department sought to push a way; and it was at this point, in
an atmosphere now of confusion and jostling, that a student, standing nearby, scattered
mustard powder over Dr. Inch's jacket. Chemistry Department members turned angrily upon
those students (the majority) who wanted Dr. Inch to remain and answer questions.

Dr. Inch got out - to cries of "Close Porton down!", "Keep science clean!", but was

soon surrounded by pursuing students in a corner of the lobby by the garden door to
Wivenhoe House, where the reading of the 1ndlctment was completed and questions put to

Dr. Inch. Hecklers were quelled with shouts of "let him speak!". A dialogue ensued .,
for about ten minutes in an orderly fashion, after which Professor Gordon suggested

that the meeting might move back to the meeting room.

By this time, however, at least half-n-dozen police cars had arrived and their occupants

were now gathering in the adjacent corridor. It was clenr to the students that o 1E the

meeting was now transferred, Dr. Inch would be immediately "'rescued' and removed,

After about five minutes the police stirred, trampling over sitting students in order

to reach Dr. Inch.” Students, linking arms to prevent them le_v1ng, were pushed baek by

fhb’p’*lﬂa fnd roughly'w?énﬁhed awny by acsenier Member of the Chomletry Deprrtnent o &

Dr. Inch was then token through:a side door and driven away in a police car, el
{fn Caladl

A crowd of students ¢ollected round the remaining cars, arguing with the police, :
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