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About a yeD.r D.(;:o!.the
the Chel:1ical Def:imce
theUni ver::d. ty," ,and

P:rop~rties ofT~xic
7th :,D.y, C
some of'vrholil

shoutin3 ensued,
minute~; to
fr1:.nt of the

powder Dr.
and j
cit the
i'la~Lntenance
2cnd the
satdo1tJn to

by ast1.lde!:;lt.
" . ' ',' ." ,, '

pqufflin;; brok;eout, durinr; h'hioh 0. sc:t;ecnwas Jmockcd: oiter and as;tudient vias
se8~ to be pushcdcind kic1;.~':. 'llb0 studerttafhen separatedD~; Incl1f'r.om'the
ChemistryDcpa:Hrilc,mt?taff, arid. bJ~l;i.nkinl:f arms penned,l'limin-=l corner" ift the
lobby by the ~a!1dcn door to \liycnhoe Hpusc. They 'Hien 1'aadtohim lO\:ldly'
pa.raGraphs of tl~eir indictil1cnq and ~E?ked'him, tQ reIlly ..'.Dh1,o he did"but "

vL'.rious parts o:t1 his replywcirc'shout~d dOh'nand.mbtbv' j001:-5 ;~,i1(thc-cldi.ng.
i'fcmbers of ,the 'Ch~Olilistr;;: Dcpnrb11entstaff1ttcro:prcvcnt~d bJ.Jo,stlinG students
from rC<.lchin(S" D~,. Inq~~At thif;;' TJoint(o.bout4.1-l-,5) D 'il1ett,&nkcdfor
the polib0 to ba caJ5cd';';~,ir{d 'hr:. ~:rj~tt'~',~honed:,.!.!;t.~~1.L:'~,:, ,).. i'" , " ' . ',', '



ThciJniycrsity;' ~.. i'T.~;,latiOl1sdon9'~1(lgj.,$1':lfe S.tI~~h~,t .thC!}'uptiO!t Of't1.l1 ."

academic lectu,I'cafrD.n$e~by... e.:Uni~oI's,.~ty Sociot~;!,!\O~ia5' ,."...,'.stclbusiVT behaviOU!":'
tOHards invii "Qed spce:ker',ilsth0YhT9re dr"dtedw:i;t~out:anti,cip<:.\t:tr?:6 'the'
ne(M fo3.~ SLlChpr,.ovisicm. In the 2,bs911CC o:D;;"h dagt'\e(1ddisci:plix1tir;y"}J!'occdl1i~e

..to doal. <'/i th .CQ~1uct?f ...tllis ltind".th]3,V',i.ce~~11~t1ccl'l()r""i2.S.'thd'Tfcrs6n)~~(;;~J?~hsibl;;
fQr..)iL:~il1t,:d.ningJf!;ood order, ii.n.tflG TJnivc~§ltY~~,h6sa~t~~'.UD,cl.~~'.lt:b:> pm.rlf,r~.s'6t
outind,Soction V pc).rDGr.cyp!1' 7. of. thr'~Sj~ft~tcs{ttgQ.in::d; 1;-J'tli'¥h. b:1,lore.. i~ Y3;~.'.i'.........
appcal) in o~cl1.iding frqm;~ll ~p~t~'Z?f.the.~Fiv~~~~ty. ;~~~(.'/:iy.sP.s?Cj.<!i(}ts{t6t~
to d6y un ti li <j.th.J un~) ...1~6 ~j .tl:ro ey'f>tgq~n~,~f;.}2!~Q~~f*~q:P~~~iJ;~t,~(JU .i~1>:,~,th.yi,..~c..,..1 ...'"

ev(;)ntG 13 . dt9 'hiIn';ilO$t,>'CU:;p~bl~:. Th:. ..end}of. the p(,~i~d qf 'CXGJ,'+GiOn~E1t11~
do.tcof the second brd5.tHiry nwc::tj;ns of the,Senex'tC:i"thisc, 'it'orm:.. '1.'110.,Sol1ate\:rilj.
dccide 1iJh,,;,t ftt'1~1ihcr disciplil1c::.I';/ action, if c::ny, to tiJ.kb.

c;6rridor, ,:md
. c\mid u grQ6't

. \.ias .hustled
thcj' 1'O...'1_i
of \.)i venhoc a.nd chuscd

amount of o.nc1 jO$tling
IIouse durin;.:; l'°licemGn '".le_S
caps h:nockcd

f~.f~~ ..~ .~ ~.M~Si~n?d'~'

~

It be y,otodtthe.1J" on ij.th j\arch,a..9§::7" the
stC.tcU18nt 1:wrnd'lllS sttldent$of extreme
wo,Hd 08 tr0 ted.which could -bCCOl1.St.,biod
oxpression fldp tho\'jniv<:.rs:j..ty.0Jtl~01~

invj.£04 by Uni vcrsitil ~::oci~ttos.

tl:.f':,~e st1.'dol}ts cxcludpd
)..' 0 A.. Lrchi.trd .

H. Halbcrstadt
D. 0 i i . Tri\':S::lan
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.~ f'"\re>,<us~ni,e(t 1;)~,thetone o,f~he, Registra?'$ac~o)jpt:of t~e

\¥~nhoeHouse,; and :in partic).llarb;}ttwg 'underlyirig::lStssumpti~l1s..,", " ',', ,,', "" ""<, ", ,," ," ,"',i ", '""

anis$ue 6ffact,t f;~e other' with"~m issue", principle..":", ,',
" 'I .",,', ",,',

On, the first of theS!e we,are uneasy,a:i:;the QIC\ini,impl~edin the, document, ~pbeing
a Judiciously esta1:j~ishedand unequi~ocalacCcunt of what"mustnfH::essC\rily have, been
a confused inoident.: The necessity (both legalistic" a~d;hurnttne) of ackno.vledging" ,:
this ditfi<;uJ. ty' ma~ be~sufficientlY¥1di~ate~ 'by :;~bm:par1ng,..th~..Regis~;-ar t s versidn:'
with ruiother' eye-~:tness accoUnt gtv~nbelo'lll; but~ven without :f;his, ,ther-a isai.',
palpaM.le discrep~dy, ,', in the official. repo~t ,b~twe:enth'(~'6bl'iq~eness,.of,th~ ,ac,Q~:
arid ;the specificity of the condemnation. """, '; ,', ,','" ' , .. ,,' ":( ""',' ,,:: ",;;' ..:' ".

, "i~ '<

, ' , ',', ',',:,": ," ,.: ',"., c"'" ',; , ",' ..' >' ,,' '. ,;,~:'',: :',.
More seriou~ (beCaqsem<;>re likely to' lead to lrretr1evable ha~dening of attitudes ),16
theoversimplific~tion :6ftheissue of pri~ciple; andb.ere 1tis 1W-ces.saryt;osay, ,,'
thtti; :'~f:r~edom ofs~et;~4", is un,f,o;t';tun~,tely, a, matt '. t:etat~on,,;~p ttiis .',

case is s~if"evident;'4nd th?-b it :!.s.PQSs"tohqld " p,5:ch,ac'not,shClre
the premisses on whichth~'officiai ,ct),ss to I'est~t'e "fdr:e:iampler the'

innuendo' that ~t is seJ,f-evident* barbaro\iS.,;in1968, to ";m;t111/lC~?emi91ecture"ontoxic chemioals ,into et confrOj'lta: ion ',On th~ethics ot9hemic~iand,b~PterioJ,.ogic6.~';,~",
w;arfare. " " ,,', , , ,". <" , '.', d, ,. ,:'" """". ",\""",,:



INCIDENT$ ATUIVENHOE HOUS:(!:t7th MAY,19p8~
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A lecture, on "Chemical qndBiological Prgp!3rtiesofToxio'Chem;lca,ls" b'y a Dr.
of C.D.E.E., Porton1)own WGSannoUnced}n tqe;UniversityNews9.ett~r (3~d Ma:i)
place on 7th May ,1968 Under the auspices of the Cheml~al Soci~tYin L..T'~B.2.
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But, Dr~ Inch did n6t begip.. Instead, a group of studentt?ro~e by succe.ssithi,:~to re~d,
out'a document describing the effects dfC~13.W agents and Bt-it;ish comp;ticityinthe
American use of sUQh Ghemicals in Vietnam., At, this ~point ,the. etifmosIJhere ,ap,!\rtfF,om
some innocuous barrapking and coun1;;'er...b~rapking, was, orderly enqugh.Afterteh minute,s,
while the reading ~tji.llcQntinued, the Ch:1.irrnr3.nan~ounced ,that Dr. Inch )/'las leaving. "" ."

His pRth was crowded: by latecomers tI~ying tolj,sterl:'to th~ indictm~nt~ Throughth~se,
members of the Chemistry Department' ght to push 1;1:way; and it ,w ' this point, in
an atmosphere now of Icon fusion and j ling" that a stua~nt, st-:tndarby,' scctttered'
mustardpovlder over pr. Inch's jacket. Chemistry Departme~t membe~scturned angrily upon
those students (the majority) whowant:dDf. Inch t,orema:i,n andanswet-quest'ions~ . ",

. '.

Dr. II!ch got out -,tg, c:des of "Close Portohdown!,'~,IIKe~psci~nGe 61erinf", but :was
soon'surrounded bYP'\lrsuing st~dentsinarcorner of1;he lobby 'Qythe garden door to
\;livenhoe House, where' the reading ofTI,the' ind:i,ctmentW'as compl~te.d 'and. .questi'ons . put to
Dr. Inch. Hecklers ilJerequelled, with shouts "of "let. him' speald,i .A'd;i:a;logue ehsued
for about ten minutes in an orderly fashion, after whi,ch Ppofessor Gordon suggested
that the meeting ~ght move back to the meeting room. .,\ '. " ' .'

By this time, however, at least,half-a-dozen pollce cars had arrived and their occupants
,were now gather:i,ng in the adjadeJlt c.orridor~ "It wa~'cl~nr to the,: .s.tttdel1tsthat, if'the
meeting was now' transferred, Dr. :Ir).cll wc:nllq.be,i,rnmecliately. 'fres'6ued~." Qnq remove,d}", '.
After 'about fi V,e minutes 'the polic~'stirrea, t:rampl:r'ng over sit~ingst'\i({ents' in order
to reach Dr. Inch. ~ $t;tiderits,' linking 'arms tc):prevent', them .leaving; .ware pUl3hedD;~'$1t'Pi '

the' polIce' Sind roughlY~'wfl~ri(ijhed-'l"py by '&'senie>r Trneiuber of thi::J Chemistry D~p't!'tm0ilt2.(' /!"

f>~: Inch was then. t.~(m ~through,' 11,si~e door!canq driven away' ip. ri police caI' '~I. ~J4tt)
A crowd of studentiscollected round theinirig cars " .

Finally, the cars' drove off and. th:estud.. dispersed.
. Compiled by: Peter \llexler' , . LaIiguage Centt~

Stanley Mitch~ll t:tteratufeDl;ipar'tment
Joan Busfield Soc;lplogy Departmetrt
Qh:Hs M1.l1lins" I>hyst'os', De,Ra~t
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