From: Colin Logers

Uriivers‘ity of Essex Union

Wivenhoe Park, Colchester, Essex
Telephone : Colchester 5141

rotin Dixon,
Secretary, '
Tribunal of Enquiry. 23rd May, 1968

Dear Hobin,

Enclosed please find my account of the incidents of May Tth, plus a
personal statement vwhich I would like the Comnittee to consider as nart of ny mxm
evide ce to it. I chould point out that my furtier co-overation with the Cormittee
depend on tre first point in the stateuent being satistied.

1 rhould be glad if you woulcd indicate to the Comrittee and its Tritunal
(wl;‘lch incidentally means or iumplies three mesbers!) tha* I vill be very willing
to co-operate in any way possible if I am sure that the Committee is not acting
uncer any sort of restristisme cttrr +ven *hoge required by law and that it does
not intend to allow jtself to be used for the purvoses of retrospective legislation.
Thet apart, I wish you and it luck - ite teken me six haur? to write a report so
Dog only knows how long it will take them !

Yours sincerely,

% @y
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Account of incidents on Tth lay, 1968 Colin Hogere

At zbout 4.10 pu on Tth ﬁay, I was with & group of studentssoutside the
Students' Council offices, most of whom were intending to go to tle lecture
to te given by Dr T.D.Inck from Porton Down, as was I. At thaf
told by a student ENCCTIENERES.- (1ot the stucents in
been called to a meeting in tie teasching labs in Wivenhoe House and had been
told by i memlers of the Chemicstry Dept. staff that they were expecting a
demorstration and that any students who wished to go to te lecture should meet
in the lab at 4.25. The students were told thet they would be ztaken Trom there
to the room vhere the lecture was to he held.

I was extreuwely ernoyed vhen I heard this. I was interding to go to Dr.
inchi's lecture in order to ask hin to defend hiuself on the moral principles of
hie vork and I snew that many other students intended to do the szme. The
meeting iad been widely acvertised through the University Newsletter as being
open to visitors; anyway, since the lecture was being held by tie Chevictry
Society and since any rembér of the University iay join sny Society, I wes
quite prepered to join in order to attend wha’ I considered to be an imvortant
furction. It seered to se ti:t this was & deliberate etteupt by the Chexistry
eteff to prevent aryone other than chemistry students attending the lecture :nd
his eecened contray to tiie purpose of a Thiversity. I, and other ctudents
tried to contact others who we kiew were 3 intending to go to the lecture in
order to tell them that it would now be held in Wivernne Houee, By sbout 4.25
peo le were starting to leave the Valley for Wivenhoe House and I follo—ed.
Fefore I left I asked one student if he would go to LTB 2 vhere the lecture
should have been held, 1o well people that the lecture had been moved. As
I was leeving the Square 1 met a student who informed re that a meiber of the
Chenictry etaff hed seid that the lecture would be held in the Comuittie Room
in Wivenhoe llouse.

Wren I arrived at Wivenhoe House, 1 we t to the Comzmittee Roow ofi the first £kmx:
floor. there vere about thirty students standin . in +'e Jorzon room znd more :
ertered with a:d Lehind me. the people in front of me were arguing with Er. Davis
the Chief of Staff, and a smell ugly man with & grey hair cut in a sort »f
crewcut - the latter I now inow to be called Bowden. These two were vreventing
us from entering the room, physically blocking the door. I remembered thet there

| was a s’'de entrance to the roouw from the Bar and made my wey back through the

| Bar to that side door. Finding it open, I called to the othrr people, by now
numrering around 8u~Y., aua we wuwse cu the room.

eide there were zbout ZC peovle — Dr Inch had, it appearedlalready tegun

his lecture. As I entered I heard Dr. Tillett, w o wes stand ng tyx the door, say
* Please remember tuat you are here as giesus of the Uhemistry Dep: rtment.” I and
otuers protes'ed at this, siice tiie lect re had been organised by the Chemistry

l REFAXXNERE Society, wiich is financed partly by the Stude ts' Council. Dr. Tillett's
reply was to the effect that the lecture vas now being sponsored by the Chemistry

| Department. Yhe room was filling up and 1 stood . at the back with & large group of
other students. Dr, rillett said something ebout having to start the lecture again
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A4s Dr. .nch legan to rpeak, a student standing near ne be;an to heckle him
by reading from an indictment of lzc¢t For his wora on zerm: warfare. Dr. Inch
s opped and the stude:t continued to speak; mmtikx when he stopped,anotherstudent
continued reading. During this time, DrslInch and 7Tillett were talking toget er
at tiie other end of the rom and Lr. Inch collected his Lriefcese and papers
togethier. when the second student had finiched reading, I took over, reading
from a cory of the indictment which I had. At &bout this point Dr Inch tried
to leave the romi, withx Dr 1illett; Uproar broke out since most of those present
wented Dr. Inch to listen to tlie indictment and reply to it. llowever, Tr. Tillett
pushed hiz out of the room by the side door (into the Dar); I contimied to rezd
and thus saw very little of what was happeiing, thous 1 did note that Dr. Incl's
vrogrese was lel o aiced by a nuaber of Chemistry sta.'f and others smid much
shoving and, to use t e hezistrar's  hrase, "jostling".

As soon as it became otwvious that mos' peopkk were leaving the room "ith
r. lnch, I stopped reading a d left the room by the .ain door. By this means I
managed to intercept Dr. Inch at the end of the Far. He was being followed by a
large group of students and had lr. Davis b~ his side. I and others walked along the
corridor with Dr. Inch. When ke reached the foot of the large staircase lezding
up to the Upper Commom Ruom, vs.Imch stopped. I bega'® to tal. to iz ~ I can't
re ember exactly what I said but it was comething to the effect that he was
wisusing science a d why didn't he do research which was of se to humanity
instead of bein, aived at its destruction. Dr. Inch's only comment was: " What is
your name ?". Since he did not produce the ecessay authorisation from tle
Regisirar as required under the University regulations, 1 declined to cnswer his
question.

Jr. Inch was then u r-unded y va iors people like ir. "avis, Chemistry staff
and wnony..ous men in dark suits and ushered out into the corridor. I followed them
btut w en he reacied the corridor by the door leading ot to t e ba k of Wiv-nhoe
.ouse, Dr. Inch stopped a_ain. 'le soon ot separated from iis "bodyguard" since the
corridor q ic.ly filled up with the pengle vho were ollowing. Dr. Inch stood
quietly i the corner. I moved cloger to Dr. lne. and linked arus with some otker
stuients in ‘ront of Dr. Inch artly ‘o :revent hin Xmxxxmx eing dragged of aga’n
by his od- us.d ansé partl to seve ri. from ueins ciushed by the chere wéisht of
sumvers dn that swall (jace. It vas only at this point that I noticed trit Dr. Inech
tad 10.¢ ort of yeilow .owder on his cloties. !y first thought was that it might
be a type of s'ude t repellunt but muttering something alout dand=iff I tried to
brush: gome of it off. However, Dr. Inch pus ed my hand awey and I stood,tlte
Samwa-itan s uined.

; jomeone conti ved to recd t'e indict.ent . ‘‘hen it was fi-i- ed, so.eon= else
as.ed Dr. Inch a gquestion. Dr. Inch b:_an to caswer and was interupt-d - he then
said: " You've 'ad yowur say, now let me bave wine." 1 tnok this as a clea: ini‘ecatimm
that he s willing to s ay a d aucswer our qrestions. at tiis voint I saw a nusber of
vnifoue: ~oliceuwen at the other end ol tiue corridor and the people wio were (illing
the co:ridor were sitting .own. The policemen stare atf the end of the corridor with
Hr vyatt a ¢ I assuned that they would not nte vere since it wes ~tvious that an

o derly discussion was ta .ing place. The grestioning emtinwed a d 2r. inch replicd
to ewch point fu ly and witiout any sign of unwillin ness. I strod next to him t e
whole time alD A KO POIAT DID HE Ii5iC.T. AT B WaullD TO LEaVi. arveral merhers
of Risx lre
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of tke Chemistrv Je.avt ent,including Dr. Tillett znd I'rofessor Gordon, “ere
etanding nearly ( i.. within a couple of feet of Dr. In~*) &nd a* no time ¢:id
tiey or snyrne else try to mase Dr. Inch leave. I tookn this to wean thzt they
vere allowin: the discussion to continue. Someone sug ested (I believe it was
Frof. wordon) that we cliould 211 _» tec. to tlhe room we Led come rom and
continue the discus: ion there. I reneated tiuis sugpgestion to Dr. Inch but bef-re
I coild get a reply from hiw, a commotion started at tie far e d of t e corridot.
I looued rmund and saw several ™Mizz climbing over the stulents eitting in the
corricor, as they reached the wider yert of the corridor where we were stendiing
trey fla.rteé Lieading towsrds the restaurant. F?omeone'pointed out tiat tli=s wes
no%/hlmc to s8'np for tea. Dr. Inch waz cointed -ut to the Fuzz and one of them
shouted oo ething lice "wight, et rim out of here.".BEyv this time the cdiscussion
vith Zr., Inch had ceased znd ¢ stood silently inthe cotner. “wo of the police e
forced their wvay tiirough to Dr. Inch - or at least tliey seeined to tiink that it
ves neceecsa 'y to vse force, though in fact people stood aside to let them through.
I wes kicand o the ankle several tiwes by & Fuzz whose n mber I have and will
sunply if necessary; the saue gertleman leter dee.ed it recessary to punch me
in the Ki‘neys. 'Tese two officers iroceeded to nusl Dr. Inch towzids the rest-
avrant; tieir action wee somewhet contrary to the re.ar.s of another Mizz standing
nearby vho said something 1li e " What are we surnosed to do - this kae got nothing
to de with us." ' i

Mur end of the corridor was by now becoming a little con ested and [ was
pushed along in the sa.e direction as the Fuz: and Dr. Inch., One olTicer began
imitating the wovements of the posteri-r mf normally sssociated with a belly-
dancer and -the person in frowmt of me turted and, mvttering something about'not
wishing to commit buggary with a bleéding fuzz', pushed me in front of him.
Letore I could otject to nycelf being chosen as a wore suitsble candidate for
gross acts, the Fuzz %ho had nrevicusly assaulted me,turned and threatened tn
do me greve injurv if I *ried to hit him again. I told him that he oug t not
to jut i eas into my head and at this roint owvr social dizlo;iie broke dovn. The
fuge and Dr. Inch hared off towards the ressaurant ¢rd 1 folloved a lar-e group
of others throug the door ¢nd down the ramp to the bi cii of Wivenhoe ‘louce.

I ran with oiliers slong the baca of # .e Chewir'1 lebs, throu h the
bicycle ched cnd round tr the “ront of Jivenlioe ilouse. I wes horrified t rsee
five police cars parked there, along with a dog van which 1 recognised frou the
fact that it baried at me. I restrained iy natural animel lovers ur;e to feed it,
end watbhed as a white police car bore down on me. I stood wy ground and brzced myself
mentally but unfortunately my feet got tle better of we - I chall always regret not
being Essex's [irst martyr. The cer contained Or. Inch . nd a fev [fuzz; 1 and others
shoute! aiter it and thumped on its boot as it rped out of the University.

I turnec sway from the exit (i.e. the vlace where the chaine across the
road rom the bus-siop to Wivenloe House had been renoved) and beca:e part of
a large groun of students standing in the mi dle of the car-park. 4 policeman (tall,
young with a ruddy complexion) shouted " This one will do" :nd grabbed hold of &
etudent. His colleagues see ed a little bewildered and did not move until & group
o us pulled the student away from the Fuzz, coue chanting "No errests". The
student ran off round the back of Wivenhoe liouse pursued by fuzz :nd rescuers. 1
wag sbout to follow, when & irl in front »f me pushed past the policenan who had




carlier wicred and punched ne. ie tuTned to ge and said something like " Hight,
1 've warned you - you're coming vwi'h me ". I Ceclineé his invitation and the
jilted fugwm walked away to Lis car. I went over to lir. Lilley #n’ told bim that
I thought they imet be mad to call in the police and that he lad been re:on:ible
{for treaxing up a serious discussion between Dr. Inch and us. He replied that
he dié not know who had called the police. I told him that lir. ¥yatt .robably had,
and he said "jolly good". I started to dissent from his e'atement but in my state
of izh emotion stamcered badly - Mr. Lilley cig;led at my disability and I
walxecd off in cisgust. 1 then joined in & discussion with one of the drivers of
the olice cars; he turned out to be =zbout tie only sane indivicdual uresent a .d
seeued very syupstietic. He could not vnderstand why tle ™izz had been called in
but said that the "authorities" masxkremyzat¥mx lad czlled them znd that since tiey
owned ihe place the fuzz had to do es they asicd. at that point, & we ber of staff

arrivec and said that he lLad checked with tle ‘hegistrar and be ghdd not called
them; tl¢ driver then drew an anglogy with belnf called to gid a drowning ¢ ° l'
and ot aving time to ask for details.

At this point the pursuers of the semi-arrested students returned snd the

police zot baci into their cars. “hey drove off, leaving the dibg van behind. “hen
they got Leyond the clains, they stopped and seewed to be waiting Tor the doz

ven. "here was :uch jeering and waving good-tyve snd =ventually one of the cars

tur ed bhack. 1 and another -eplaced the chains and poles in the rosition laid dowm
in the Repuations and Traffic "low Plans of the 'niversity. The dog van noved off
end tre occunents of the car removed the clains to let it through despite uy efforts
to point out tlst this was contrary to Legulations.

Pinally ¢s I was leaving tre car-parkh and heading lack to the Valley, I met
a friend of mire, enother student, who 'as in & hi hly distresced state a parently
iecsuse a grey car driven by a iemzber of the Chemistry Dept. hed ¢ lmost mﬂOCn@d
hin down. i ~eturned to t'w Valley.
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