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The commengs enclosed were written befor

M
i~

he formitiee of Fnouiry

g

heit statement of ITth June, I968, im vhich they outlined

el

g orincinles od freedom of speech, so that members of the

niversity could erpress timasreement or disseat (or both), from those

principles.
Consenuently my comments do not refer spacifieally to the three principles
outlined, Nevertheless, I hops the Committee of Enouiry will find sonme

relevance in my remarizs which may be of some azsistonce in drewing up

Frdomyer Peter Irchord
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FRER SPEECH AND THE ROLE OF THE UNIVERSITY TEL 20th CENTURY

Peter Archard

INTRCODUCTION

but implicit in many of the assumptions th

The Senate of the Un¢fe“h*ty of Egcsex have outlined for the Committes
of Enquiry a term of reference with regard to the principle of free speech which
in essence is a post-facto definition of free speech arising out of the demonstra-
tion against CB37 (Chemical and Bidlogical Warfare). As a result of the demonstra-
tion a visiting lectures was rrevented from addressing the Chemical Society at the
University, Senatets definition, by virtue of its posi-facto nnpture, should he

unaccepteble to the Committee of Enquiry; more properly, the Commitiee should,

if at all possible, arrive at wmimE & definition of what "free speechf means in

a

1 2

tne University context, without the constraints of an edict rassed by an ubdemo-
cratic vody such as Senate.

Parcgraph 2 of Senatels statement of I6 Kay, 1968 states: "The Senate
affirms that the University must uphold the priancinle that anFi group of indivi-
duals in the University is free to invile any speaker and to errange with him the
subject on waich he is to address them; and that no other individuals or Zrouns
within the University hove any right to prevent such & speaker and grovp commumi-
cating on the subject of their choice, excert by way of action throuzh the courts.

nate noted that the right of peaceiul demonstrecition has never in this Univer-

sity been in questdon,
This definition of free speech is, a

in the tradition of Igth Centuv; bourgeois liberalism, and at worst, & meaning-

less pronouncement snatched out of thin air without say attempt to relate Lo the

wider social and political systen which the University umavoidzbly finds itself in,

We cormot tallkk of free speech in vacuo, but only in terms of its

volitical end social imnlications, What follows is, implicitly and explicitly, a
nolitical attack on Senate's stabement, and tims rrescludes us from ever reacning
& value-free definition of what free speecu

do not eclaim for one noment thet a value-fre:
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hold is that such a definition is attainable: Senate's stvatement of I
is, in part, & reflection of this misteken attivude.

FREE SPE

Students throughout Briscin's Universities are being penalised -
for their radical political activism. They are being penalised, narticualarly

because of their mode of protest which has now moved outside the boukdaries of

seois liberals consider aprnropiate disgent, This is not the place to

outline the reasons for the new student militencys nevertheless, it remeins tha
increasing numbers #x of students are becoming aware that The traditional forms
of protest virtually always go unheeded by those in power. Direct action is pro-
ving to be much more effective as a form mfx of radical dissent.
The ostensible reason for discirlining students who are engczed in
f

radical politiecal action is that their behaviour constitutes a breach of defined

great majority of us, is the more subtle and covert political power of tThe admid
nistrator working within and for the rules of the bourgeois liberal sociely,

and therefors for the maintensnce of the status quo, Discirlinary action aczinst

student nolitical activists, which on the face of it appears o constitutbe a
support for "law end order", is in essence a subtle form of polbtical repression
Twe demonstration acainst CBW here at Issex on YMay Tth, the unjust

susvension of three students for their porticivation in the demonsiration, and
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the escalation of two eeegs, probably consti-

tuted the British vanguard (excest for the LSE) of what is now common practice in

1.
[
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straticns against the ZE=Ex draf

the USA. There, in every camp 3

the CI4, a:d Dow Chemicals, administrat

in order o protect rightszm of association, assenbly and free speech

discinlined
of military recruiters end nepalm menufaciurers. Thaell action is to be seen as

the Thiversity &s & "free forum" for all ideas. In fthe USA adminis-

trators never acimowledge the possibility that students facing the draft are being
denied the right to determine their own future and thht the propegotion of nuclear

and biochemical war is related to the ultimate meins of suppressing feee sresch-



death at the hands of such weapons., Students are hoving thelr civil liverties

denied and their carsers destroyed for the sake of vhat adninistrators call
I "free speech" and under the benner of what faculty members call "eivility'.
| The free speech issue of the recent crisis here at Egsex does not.

only constitute an abtstract prineiple propagated by the Administretion to protect

the right of genocidal scientists such as Dry, Inch to speak on the campus, but is

P

used systematically and concretely a) to justify unusually severe punishmengs
meted out &gainst political activists and b) to legitimise the de facto complicify

between Universities and organisations which are essen

tial to the proragetion of
1 war, Universities continue to minimise the dengers of moral insensitivity and

intellectual emasculation arising from tThis comnlicity; and omntinue to claim
that administratively priscrived suspensionz of student activists is a fair axd

objective enforcement of academic Yules essential to the "normeal functioning of

: the waiversity". So long as these ir tlonhﬁ trends contlinme, there can be little

nrosrect that the crowing student novement will diminish of that the trand
1 toward increasingly violent confrontations betwesn students and wniversity admi-

nistarators will 2 reverssd.

ey

LA |

Administrators tfalk of "free speech" as if it were absolube, an
imperstive to the prover functioning of the u.;vei ity. Without going into it
too closely, it would arveer that such a definition is a left-over from the
days (medieval, rre-industrial?) when wniversities seem to rroject themselves

as institutions operating as "ivory tovers', indenendent and outside the functio-

ning of the wider society. To-doy, os we siall see below, the role of the wmiversijy

is totally differnbt. There is a very mEix definite link betwesn the University of
the 20th Century and the environment it finds itsslf in., That the susvension =
. and exclusion of student activisis will continue is not difficult mE to predict,

B ps s ;)

in wniversitied is becomin:

After all, the trend toward corpofative liberslism
more and more apparent within an increasingly corporative libesral scciety. Admi-
nistrators, in disciplining political activists, often claim that fhey do so

within their own right, and not as a result of ouiside pressures, That such

pressures, on the whole, do not manifest {themselves in direct statements from




political amd social elites outside the wiversity mey be true. However, it is
a fact that the administrator lmows intuitively what is expected of him from
those pe.o:-le vho "mabter" ou ide the wniversity. The adminsitrator's values.
orientations are pro1ovnd“‘ r’1+11 enced by prevailing ctﬁtu.z"al definitions and
are sublly attuned to the shifts in publiw mood. He is a seasoned veteran in the
difficult task of sensing how others define a situation and acts accordingly.
Yuch of his reputation rests on his ability not only to wontrol disruptive move-

ments and punish individual dissenters, but alse to manage the news and »ublic im

tinating  ideologzies

imegery about these movements in terms of wha
are nogst accentable to the audiences and publics he must apvecse and flatter.

A e

The university does not need to ve ordered to punish radical activists. As a2

L)

reatupe,nf carrier and benefactor of conformist k=Xifed beliefs, he is =mrigdied

]

socialized and administrator is not "fres" to act on his

ovm when faced

to act in ingtitutionally prescribed ways and to feel as if he is aubononous and

free.
THE ROLE OF TEE UWIVERSITY IN TES 20th CENTURY

In the middle of the I9th Ceniury Join Stuart 1411 noteds:

"The _-'**0\03::4 function of the University in nabtionsl educaiion is tolerably XX

well wnderstood, Ab least there is a ftoleradly meEmmuy= general agresment about
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what the Univerdghy is not. I

or manufachturers:

or ~hysiclzaus,

genercl iowdmize culture to illuminate the tecimicalities of a special j"ur ib i 6 ]




to look at every pabt of it ix

. |

the pupil be teusht) to methodize his Imowledge;

v

its relation to the other parts, and to the whole..."

Howevef#, the conception of the University in the 20th Century
is a much modified one, Clarke Kerr Bas defined the Universi
"he Thiversity ... once was en integrated commmity ... It had a single purpose ...
The conversabion was in common.

This commmiby chose to destroy itself. It becawe lerger, It became he
It ceme to Iizx talk with meny tongues «..
Knowiedge has expanded and exranded, from theology end philosophy and law and

medicine and accounting to the whole range of the humenities, The social aeiences
o ] Fii

and the sciences and the professbons. More knowledge has resulted from and led to
rmore research on a‘ larger and larger scale. Research has led to service for gover-

ment and ustry and sgriculture ...

th society. It has been pullec optward to mmmd

[RA

The campus nhas evolved consistently w

society and pulled to pieces intemally. The campus consistent with socieby has
served as good introduction to society - to bicmess, o specialization, to diffusion

The Universlty and segments of indusiry are becoming more and more alike, As the

=

University tecomes tied to the world of worlzy, the professor - at least in Jhe

naturael end some of the social sciences - takes on cheracteristics of an enirere-

v -

NEUT eoes The two worlds are merging physically and psychologically ee.(Tae Univer-

sity ig) a mechanism I tive ruleg and pow

Yet the ore still the institutions that they
were during ¥Fill's time remeins iministrators and academics still cling to the

an autonomous institition, in some way ideologi-
cally neutrel, independent of political and finencidl pressures from outside, an

s M e 3 -]
e . alle” 10 fu 1 ne2ts QSs8-

island of fresdom E=o= ar. increasingly corporativissic soclet
troying. To-day's wniversity is the dikect outconme of the developement of centre=-
lized bureucratic pmwsr economic nower - exbended now to such a point that it =X

is able to avsorb what was once nroclaimed to be a transcendent centre of enalysis

and judgement. Although The very ideal of autonomy has notbeen denied, the



nresent definition of purpose for Iifim the university is derived from the eximting

LY

azencies of political amd econoraai_c vower. Inevitably, under this new dey
particuderly financial, the wmiversity performs the functions
and in doing so it ratiomalises its imposed Pole with an ideol
estatlished structure of power and privilige in the wider soclety, by discrediting
any source of radical dissent Wi‘b"ajﬁ the wiversity.
The increasing demand for specialised skills and personal services in
the industrizl spstem, where mensgerial, bureucratie, and highly atomised scientific
end intellectunl s+ills ave sought, is answered for by the contemporary university.
Expendityres at wniversities hawe been largely resiricted to the physical end

A

of the umiversity, and the noliey that

Ty

accormanies that financing, are nart of the media through which the pattemrn o

r ig dmpressed oan hisher educetion., (ne of tlenmost crucial corruptiecns is

miversity end its renlacsnent

s

by a series of frasmented and isolated deparimental stiruciurss without coruion
speech, cormon imagination, or common purvose. Result: sducation is defined
mechanically as the piling up of specific slkills end bits of information; the

Waat the srecialist lacks

capacity to see how a specific social deféct 1ls rooted in a large structural

pattern, as for e:k_c,_l.glb, how the abuses of CBW research, wherever
out, stems from the irresponsible distritution of power. The atomisation of lmov-

f divisions which are enzthems to +the intellactuanl rezcon
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schdlar, the men of thought

the moomx men of nassi onate cormitment.

tional aubonony and moral responsibility which underlies

ishon btetween thought and action is the souree of dichotomies between fact

the divid

and value, mesngs and ends.
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will lead most efficiently %o given ends; reason is stricily precluded fronm

-

rassing judgement on the ends themgelves, The value of the exercise is said
lie in the accumulation of stores of neutral knowledge, useful for whichever ends
ignificance of this position is that it pleces

=

we intend to employ them, The

n

cpertise at the disposal of prevailing novier. Ve are
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witness to the spectacle of men of small ix limited in comorehension to

[~

diminishing areas of encuiry, lacking the capacity to note the immort of their
activity for the more pervasive aspects of the humem enterprise, subservient jo
&n estecvlishment that mey not hesitate to use them for the most inhuman and otno-
xious ends. Men of technical readon, such as aref found at Porton Dovm, as skilled

5

progrecsivelyy vnconcernaed with

It is clear that a wiversl ty should have & morsl obli

he wniversity in the 20%th

Century, as & public instituiion, is not bound to strict neutralitk. It is no
less neutral to onpose society then to support it, Neubtrality ie only conceivable

with isolation, The teing of men in the world is only nossible throush action,

3

wnich requires the selection of one

One cannot, in all instances, avoid

ght of the ,L"r" er ukderstanding

byroeritical device for the

of continued service,

Of course, it is not the corporate function of the wiversity

LS g

3

sneale to every nublic issus, nor even to the vast wajaity o% srevailing sceial

findunental »urrose of tE'L;l:L':lv;r ity does not sncompass. any snecific

to most mvExEIEy

nronowcenent, the wiversity should refrain from endorsing

the overwhelming number of vases. Bubt when the wniversi




by established agencies of power, it must decide if the services requested of it
violqte its defining purpose, and reject them if they do. And so, it is also
oblizated to protest, when society has undertaken to violate, either in regard Yo
the university itself, or humanity at large; those valueé the wmiversity is speci=-

fiically charged to honour as a flequirement of its public funciion.

-

To discover the public finction of the uniwversity one must begin with

O]

its _nueEWWT imperative - the gathering of a community of scholars in devotion Tt

disinterested lmowledge. Sudy at least, is the traditional wisdom. But it is no

adequate to our time. John Stuart 17ill wrobte for an age in which them distinction

between pure end applied research was ¥zlidix largely valid, The man of science coudd

pursue his theory in the general expectation that it would not be employed to
endanger maenkind, But to-day the distincion between pure and applied science is

.

disapvearing with the growth of staste power so imperious and technologice

&£

competent that it can® tronsform the most esoferic knowledge into terror.

Science has itself coniributed to the creation of the state machinery which now

L]

mekes the enterprise of science hazardous. It has done so,because 1t has lasled
responsoibility for its growth. It is too late now %o fall bacl: on the platitudes

L1

of acedemic freadom; no Piochemist can be sure that in pursuing the structure of

v

o

an enzyme he is not perfecting.a lethal form of warfeare,

Peter Archard

I6th June, I268.




